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Letters

Gary Deo

Emcee, La Cage

¢/o Gino Empry

Public Relations & Parsonnel
Management Sexrvices,

Suire 104, The Maples,

25 Weod St, Toronto, Ontaxio
MLY 2P%

Xpxil 23, 1990

Dear Gary:

I have already complained to the
Manager of Rumours about your offen-
aive humour as emcee of the La Cage
show; I am now wrxiting to you. I
enjoyed the costumes, ‘and song and
dance routines of the rest of the
troupe of La Cage, and congratulate
them on their consummate profession-
alism. However, I found your humcux
profoundly offensive.

As a Joan Rivexs <¢lone, you
picked five main rargets, four of
whom were women. Thisc I foel io
significant indication in itself of
your profound misogyny, which I cex-
tainly had occasion o perxscnally
axpeorience as your main target.

Your so-called humour, as well
ag m.nog-yniut was: (1) racist, @.g.
your implicatfons that your Pilipino
neighbours would have eaten your
dog. (2) ageist, e.g. upon learning
I was thirty-eight: "My, my the
yeaxs have not been kind.~ (3)
looks ist, ae.g. remarks like ~If
you’ve had plastic surgery, you’'ve
been ripped off,” or that my outfit
looked as if it ~had come out of the
Sally Ann on a good day.” (4) size -
ist, @.¢. your opening remark to me:
*You’ve got & big set of knockexs on
.you.” and (5) bomophobic, e.g. your
'implication that “legbians don’t
douche, that’‘s what they have lovers
for.” Wwhile I appreciate that this
goxt of ~attack humour” is
widespread in the mainstream commu -
nity, I feel it is an unacceptable
form of humour for a community-owned
gay and lesbian bar to book. I per-
sonally was deeply offended by your
humour. I have communicated to the
xeot of the txoupe of La Cage,
“please come back some time, but
don’t bring Gary Dee.”

Your “making nice” at the end of
the show, which while it confirmed
for me the strength ¢f my community
support, 4id pot in any measure
lessen my sense of ocutrage and of -

fense at being subjected to abuse in
what should be a safe space wherxe I
can enjoy the company of the les -
bilans and gay men in ouxr community .
I came to the show to broaden my
perspective on the drag isoue, pre -
pared to enjoy .. and instead, toOOK
sustained abuse, the like of which,
any single ramark would normally
have provoked a very angry response
fyxom me.

while I appreciate that you feeol
you were acting in chaxacter as Joan
Rivers, I feel your humour was out -
side the bounds of acceptable taste
for a mixed gay and lesbian audiance
in what is a community owned and op-
erated bax. Perhaps in the future,
you could incorporate more humoux
during which we all laugh at you, as
opposed to laughing at pecple tar -
getted by you.

Yours truly,

Pat Dingle.

Fredexicton, iI.B.
April 13, 1990

Dear Editox:

Just a word to congratulate you
on your newspaper. Your April 19%0
issue was texxific. I enjoy both
the local and internmaticnal cover -
age.

Keop up the good work.

Signed, Francis.

DEADLINE

The Gaezette deadline is the last
Friday in every month for
publication the following Tucsday.
All announcements, notices and
articles can be left at the coat check
at Rumours, or in thc GALA office,
or mailed to Box 7126, Halifax
North, N.S., B3K 5J5.

- The GAEZEYTE is an indcpeudea
publxcanon. published monthly wi
the&xmnlsuppmofthecayu
Leshian Association of Nova Scoti:
and exists to inform members of Nov
Scotia’s gay and Iesbian community ¢
the activities of groups within th
community, o promote those activ
ties, and to support the aims and objex
tives of GALA. The GAEZETTE sec]
10 build a truly equal socxexy by oppor
mg homophobu. racism and sexisn
‘The GAEZETTE reserves the right |
refuse any material that might re:
sonably be considered homophobic
racist, sexist, or an attack on the com
munity,

Publication of names or pho

‘uognphs of persons or

OIZanizations 3
the GAEZETTE is not 1o be construe
as an indication of sexual orientatio
oi ‘that person or organmex

madv«ﬂsmmsuhmwd!oxh

valoe of the space occupied by the «@
7O1.

The GAEZETTE welcomes article

from anyone, anywhere. Deadline ;
the Tast Fridey of every month

Material will Be edited for jength
Submissions shounld be no longu tha
500 words and can be left in the mail
box at Rumours, 2112 Gottingen St
Halifax, or mailed to
GAEZETTE/Box 7126/Halifax North

NS./B3K 535.
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Commentary

by Kay Hall

I am a lesbian. I won't wear a dress either
~— but I wall wear culottes for work!

In response lo Kevin Elliott’s
“Commentary” in the April issue of the
GAEZETTE, I thought I'd pass on onc
woman's views on the drag issue.

When I frist saw a man in women's
clothes I was somewhat bemused. Then I
began to Jook at what most of them were
wearing. It was then I began to explore
my own feelings on the subject and to try
and understand why men wanted to *dress
up. Before I go any further, I know that
there are women who wear men’s clothes.
In some ways I can understand that —
men having the many privileges that they
do. I'll buy men’s jeans, flannel shirts,
mostly because they are often a lot
cheaper than those made for women.

To go back to my comment on what
most men wear for drag. Very often,
there's a vast length of leg and a plunging
“cleavange.” [ have no doubt the outfits
cost a lot of money. but do you guys have
to look as though you've just left the
Hollis Street area? And it is at this, many
women get upset. For some women, who
may have unsupported children, prostitu-
tion 1s their only means of income. How I
wish it wasn't so, but it is a reality.

If some men want to be women so
much that they cross-dress whenever pos-
sible, why don’t they do somcthing practi-
cal about it? Or would it be asking too
much for them to give up their male privi-
leges? By that I mean higher income, bet-
ter jobs, the ease with which they obtain
mortgages, ¢tc. I am not resentful, but it
1s unfair. But, so I'mtold, life is unfair.

I do get resentful now when drag
queens show up on Women's Night every
month. Twelve times a year I have to
compromis¢ my feelings and kecp my
mouth shut. At one time I thought that
they came in drag on this particular night
to avoid being razzed by their male col-
lecagues. Notso. It seems to be more of a
belligerent and insensitive act on their part
trying to prove that it is a man’s world and
that they’ll get whatever they want, leav-
ing women to fight for anything they
would like to have. A reality. I'm not a
man-hater, but I do feel hurt when some

men talk but will not listen.

Recently there wasd a drag show at
Rumours. [ chose not to go, but what I
have heard from some women who did
was that, yet again, a female
“impersonator” dencgrated the style and
wit of a famous female personality, thus
degenerating women per se. And all for
fun. Well, guys, I've news for ya — it
ain’t funny. On other drag show occas-
sions women, as seen by some gay man,
have been shown to be “inferior beings™
much to the enjoyment of most of their
audience. I'll be damed if I'll pay hard
camed money to be verbally abused and to

I get resentful
when drag queens
show up on

Women's Night.
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watch those of my sex dragged (!) through
the mud!!!

I do hope the men and women of the
community who are interested m at least
trying to resolve this issue, will meet and
talk about it. I will listen. When I speak,
I, and others like me, would like to be
heard.

Signed, Kay Hall

THIS SPACE

is available to all members of the
community to express their concems
or opinions. Submissions should be
no longer than 500 words and be in
by the last Friday in the month.

Material that might rcasonably
considered homophobic, racist, sexist
or an attack on the community will
not be considered for publication.
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Shows
Its
'True
Colors

| By Kevin Elliott

} HALIFAX — Local architect Ray Frizzell
L has chosen the front of the gay community
' centre on Gottingen St., to mount True
t Colors, a multi-media piece as part of the
1 STREETsmART exhbition during the
£ month of June.
. Fifteen artists have been selected by a
1 jury of artists and architects to exhibit
- work in vacant store fronts along the
¥ street.
¥ Organizers say the idea is to demon-
. strate the cultural vitality and richness of
. the area, often hidden to passersby.
Frizzell proposes to use red, yellow
{ and blue fabric, and lights of same color
| refracted through prisms to cascade color
down the front of the building and onto
. the sidewalk.

“The light of the dance floor has, in
this case, been transformed into a tangible
| state, one with renewed presence, one

Rumours.

which shows its “true colors,” ” Frizzell
explains in his proposal. “It is emerging
from the building, and about to spill onto
the street, becoming one of the many col-
ors that make up the richness of Gottingen

The light of
the dance floor
has been trans-
formed into a
tangible state,

St.”

By day the colors appear as a frozen
caption of the emergence. They succeed in
adding to the daylight character of the
street. At night, the frozen colors appear

somewhat more reserved as a diversion is
created across the street. This diversion
takes the form of light, diffracted through
prisms located in the upper windows of
the club, splashing onto the opposite
sidewalk in a full spectrum of color.”

“The proposed installation addresses a
duality in circumstance; the ability to
show one’s “true colors’ yet combine
forces to support a larger group, i.c. being
a member of Gottingen St.,” Frizzell says.

The month-long festival is being orga-
nized by Uptown Connection, the
Gottingen Main Street Program, the City
of Halifax and the Department of Small
Business Development.

Organizers say the response from the
artistic communiy has been excellent and
the quality of the work is high.

Artists working in a variety of media
have been chosen, including painters,
sculptors, video artists, photographers, ar-
chitects and designers.
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When The Whole World Knows

by Terry Richard

FREDERICTON—This past January I
summoned up enough courage to actually
stale In my university's student newspaper
that I was a gay man. The editonal titled
“Secret” detailed what my life had been
like from being in the closet to ultimately
commg out. I felt it important to share
with other gay people my own story be-
causc knowing you're not alone makes
things a little casier. I also wanted to
show others that you don't have to be
afraxd to say who and what you are. Thus,
January 19th, 1990 (the day the letter was
printed) will be a day the world found out.

The fixst thing I did that moming was
1o actually gel a copy of The Brunswickan
as I didn't know if the editor would print
the letter. Whenever you submit a letter to
a newspaper there 1s really no guarantee
that it will be printed. T can't tell you
what a feeling it was o sec my story in
print so that others, hopefully, could get
some help out of it. The hardest thing for
me to face (and I still have this problem)
was the constant staring from people.
When people know you're gay, they do
tend to stare. With some this is because of
ignorance, but with others they are simply
mterested in seeing what a gay person is
all about. I'll never forget that aftemoon
when my English professor was handing
back our thesis reports, when he came to
my name. A solemn quict spread over the
class. I felt like Dolly Parton when her
dress split at the Grammy Awards a few
years age. The only difference is that I
wasn’t embarmrassed. I really felt proud
that others knew about me.

Throughout the following week I re-
ccived an overabundance of positive reac-
uons from both gay and straight people.
Many even said they leamed a ot from
what I was talking about. It was great to
know that people could identify with what

. Iwas saying.

I also went into domg this with the re-

* alization that [ would face some ambiva-

lent fecdback. Hey, not everyone likes us.

. However, nothing preparced me for what

was 10 be printed in The Brunswickanthe

following week. Two Education students
blatently condemned me and my letter for
saymg I was gay and that I mntended to be
a teacher. They went so far as to say that [
gave the entire Education faculty a bad
reputation. How preposterous! How ab-
surd! How mad I felt! Instead of calling
these two bigots every name I could think
of, I wrote a second letter, “Secret II™ (I
didn’t think of the utle, the Bruns did)

about why I felt a person’s sexual prefer-
¢nce shouldn’t make any difference in
one’s career. Again, the great part about
all this was that the bulk of support came
from many heterosexuals. Many wrote to
the editor in support of what I wrote and
condemned the two students for what they
said. Not only did I personally feel that
the heterosexual community was sticking
up for me, but I fclt the gay community on
a whole was being supported.

If I leamed two things from printing
my editonals, it’s that there are still hard-
headed bigots, and many heterosexuals,
although they may not understand our
lifestyle, generally care about who we are.
I do believe the gay community is finally
being recognized. This is the first step.
UNB finally realizes (and I've been there
for three years) that homosexuals do exist
on campus and in society in general. The
next step, and I feel this is being initiated,
15 0 get respect for who and what we are.
After all are we not human like anyone
else.

Many people have asked me where I
got the courage to write these letters. It
was basically a matter of mec wanted to
voice myself to tell the world that being
gay 1s OK. There are no awards or
brownie points for publicly declaring your

INDIVIDUAL &
COUPLE
COUNSELLING

by a gay professional

KEN BELANGER
bsc, msw, rsw

ph:(902) 453-4320

confidentiality assured

homosexuality. Perhaps in the nineties we
will get the respect we deserve.

We in the gay community have a long
road to travel, but I feel the end to that
road is getting closer. There are now gay
teachers, politicians, entertainers, lawyers,
doctors and many other people who pub-
Licly declare their homosexuality. T feel
this is right. Perhaps there are many gay
people who feel we should repress who
we are, however, doing this will only keep
heterosexuals prevailing over us. Do we
want 1o continue to be repressed? We do
have ourrights. I was once even accused
of “advertising” who I was, but publicly
declaning you're gay is not advertising. It
is making heterosexuals aware that we are
here. Is it advertising when a guy and a
girl walk hand in hand on campus? Of
course it isn't, yet if my lover and I were
to do the same thing it would be called
advertising. Hopefully by the mid-
nineties this will change. The bottom Line
is that the more we come forward for our
rights the better things will become. We
have to educate those who do not know
what we're about. Remember, the joy of
living is basically doing what you want to
do. Don’t be afraid. Onward!

~ Critic’s Choice Video
2015 Gottingen St.
423-5095

Monday to Friday
3:30 — 9:30

Saturday & Sunday
Noon — 9:30
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No New

By Kevin Elliott

HALIFAX — Plans by the Nova Scotia
Attomey General’s department to brng in
a new Human Rights Act appear to have
been stalled by the Conservative govern-
ment's fear about protecting gays and
lesbians from discrimination.

Attorney General Tom Mclnnis has
admitted privately that his new bill, which
adds sexual orientation to the list of
banned forms of discrimination, hasn’t
been approved by caucus.

Government caucus chair Al Mosher
says decisions are made by consensus,
which hasn't been possible in the case of
the new human rights bill.

~That one, in all faimess is 4 difficult
one for us and we've not been able to
reach a consensus on the proper wording
of it as yet,” says Mosher. “I think it’s
going to come, but it hasn’t as yet.”

Mosher isn’t commenting on whether
the legislation will make it (o the floor of
the legislature before the session ends in
June.

Sources inside the government say a
small, vocal minority, afraid of a public

Justice
Stalled:

Human Rights Act

backlash over the trials of priests and
former priests in Newfoundland for child
sexual abuse. is blocking the bill. Premier
John Buchanan himself 1s said to be
among those opposed to extending pro-
tection to gays and lesbians.

They've been
so inept at
preparing
legislation.

NDP Leader Alexa McDonough says
no important bills have been introduced
this session, which is typical of the way
the government is operating.

“] think they've been so hopelessly
inept in the way they've gone about
preparing legislation that they're cither
losing their nerve m terms of introducing
it, or they simply don’t have it rcady.”

* McDonough says.
“Their usual way of operating is to di

HALIFAX—A discussion and peer sup-
port group for lesbian, gay and bisexual
youth and young adults will be holding its
first meeting this month. It is cnvisioned
that this group will provide a forum for
lesbian, gay and bisexual youth to talk
about issues relevant to them in an open
and supportive atmosphere. The group is
open to all Icsbian, gay and bisexual

Lesbian & Gay Youth
Group Formed

youth, age 25 and under and will be run
entirely by its members.

The first meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 10 at 7pm at the
Children’s Aid Society of Halifax, 5244
South St., Halifax. Following meectings
will be announced in upcoming issucs of
the GAEZETTE and on posters at Red
Herring Co-Op Books and at Rumours.

vide one group against another and try to
score political points in the process and
you c¢an’t do that when you're dealing
with something as fragile as . . . vicious
discrimination against Varous groups in
society.”

*All we're doing at the moment is pit
ter-pattering with minor pieces of legisla
tion,” savs Liberal Leader Vince
MacLean. “A new Human Rights Act or
amendments to the present act are long
overdue.™

MacLean says his caucus 1s prepared
to support a reasonable new Human
Rights Act. so that isn't keeping the gov-
cmment from bringing it in.

“They 're afraid to deal with those ma-
jorissues,” Maclean says. “They re afraid
to deal with lobbies who don’t like
changes in the Human Rights Act.

McDonough suggests that controversy
over bills Iike the Human Rights Act s
generated by the govemnment's partisan
approach to dealing with major issues

“They would like the public 10 sort of
believe “look this s so complicated and so
controversial, how can you blame the
government that they don’t move on 2" ™

Mosher defends the government's
record, saying the caucus 1s hard at work
on substantial new legislation.

“We've got to go over those bills thor-
oughly to try to pick out what might be a
problem before they 're introduced, other-
wise the problems will be picked out for
us by the members opposite.” he says.

IS OUT!

Tuesdays from
5:30 to 6 p.m. on CKDU-FM
97.5. News, cvents and issues of
interest 10 gays and lesbians

6

Gaezette



HIV/AIDS

by Leon Chubbs

The threat of being HIV+ and the fear it
mnspires have forced many individuals to
adopt a varety of coping mechanisms.
these coping mechanisms range from
outright denial to differing levels of con
frontation with additional risk behaviours
- including significant adaptations of life
style. Ifthese copmg efforts are suceess-
ful, fear subsides to a level of reasonable
caution or may banish altogether. If they
arc unsuceccssful however, fear may pro-
ceed unchecked, at times progressing 1o ir-

They adopt a
variety of
coping mech-
anisms.

rational levels, prompting actions which

can be destructive and debilitating.
Virtually all individuals with this syn-

drome have experienced (to some degree)

Support Group

distuptions in various aspects of daily life,
beyond those attributable to any physical
disease; i.c., panic attacks, phobic symp-
toms, gencralized/acute anxiety, morbid
obsessions, anger, depression, self-ab-
sorption, despair, social withdrawal, de-
creased concentrations and self cstecem,
and withdrawal from co-workers, family
and faends.

Among thosc who arc AIDS/HIV+
anxious, there are individuals who re-
spond to therr fears by tuming to agencices
like the Metro Arca Commiltee on AIDS,
mn an effort to seek guidance.

Here at MACAIDS, our approach to
support 1s designed to meet the dual goals
of building rapport and addressing issues
specific to the client's distress. Our ap-
proach is supportive: we work together
with the client to restore and maintain
function and pre-cxisting comfort.

For morc information on the Metro
Arca Committcc on AIDS® Support
Scrvices, contact me, Coordinator of
Support and Volunteer Services, at 425
4882.

GAYLINE
4237125

R.J.’s Home Brewing
Beer & Wine Supplies

Cornwallis Inn
P.O. Box 694

Kentville, N.S.
B4N 3X9
Telephone: 678-0600
Monday-Saturday

HOME BREWING
IS FUN AND EASY TO DO

Quality ingredients, proper equipment and my proven beginner
instructions guarantee you first time success.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR BEER LOVERS

My $72.00 beer kit includes quality ingredients and all the
equipment and instructions. Why not brew today? When you taste
it you won't believe it!!

55 types of beer from england, Australia, Canada, Holland,
Belgium, United States, Scotland, Ireland. Twenty-eight types
of wine from France, California, Spain.

The largest Home Brewing Store in the Maritimes!
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MAY

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JUNE

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI STAVE
1 2 3 4 S
Com’n g N ext Month .’ Halifax Gay A.A., Gay and Lesbian As- | Halifax Gay A.A. Gay Narcotics Anony-
Lesbian and Gay | sociation (GALA NS) | Hiv+ and Living Well mous
PRIDE WEEK Rights Nova Scotia | Lesbian  Suppert
Group
1 990 Tai Chi for P.W.A,
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sparrew Dartmouth Gay A.A. | Halifax Gay A A, Race Relations Com- | Halifax Gay A.A. Gay NarceticsAnony-
Lesbian Choral mittee Hiv+ and Liviag Well nmous
Tal Chi for P.W.A, | Pride Week Meeting
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sparrow Dartmouth Gay A.A. | Halifax Gay A.A. Gaezette Staff Meet- | Halifax Gay A.A. Gay NarceticsAnony-
Lesbian Cheral Lesbian and Gay |ing Hiv+ and Living Well mous
Rights Neva Scetia Lesbian  Suppert
Group
Tai Chi for P.W.A,
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sparrew Dartmeouth Gay A.A. | Halifax Gay A.A. Tai Chi for P\W.A. Halifax Gay A.A. Law and You Gay NarceticsAnony-
Lesbian Choral Affirm Hiv+ and Liviag Well mous
Pride Week Meeting
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
Sparrew Dartmouth Gay A.A. | Halifax Gay A.A, Tai Chi for P.Y.A, Halifax Gay A.A. Leather/Denim/Uni- | Gay Narcotics Anony-
L esbian Cheral Hiv+ and Living Well | form RIOUS
Law and You Law and You

To have your contributions included on this Community Calendar page contact GALA Program Coordinator at (902)423-2292,
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Affirm -- Halifax/Dartmouth Chapter -- Gays
and Lesbians in the United Chutch. For in-
formation and meeting times contact Al at
(902)423-3072,

Choral -- Lesbian and/or Gay -- Now form-
ing. Men interested in singing contact Colin
at (902)422-7008. Women interested con-
tact Anne Bishop at (902)424-2323.

Dartmouth Gay Alcoholics Anonymous,
cach Monday at 8:30 p.m,, St. Peters Church
Haill on Maple St., Dartmouth, CALL AA
Central Service (902)424-5623.

Dignity -- Persons interested in forming
local chapters of Dignity (RC) or Integrity
(Anglican), are invited to contact Father
Mike McDonald at (902)429-7922.

Gaezette -- Staff Mectings take placein the
Projection Room at 2112 Goutingen St., Hal-
ifax at 8:00 p.m.

Gay and Lesbian Association of Nova Scotia
(GALA NS) meets the first Wednesday of
the month at 7:30p.m. at 2112 Gottingen St.,
Halifax in the Projection Room. For more
information call (902)423.2292.

Gay Narcotles Anonymeous, Saturdays at 3

' p.m. inthe PWA Coalition office, 2093 Got-
tingen St., Halifax. For further information
call (902)429-7922.

Halifax Gay Alcoholics Anonymous, Tues-
days and Thursdays at 8:30 p.m. at the Com-
mons Field House, Halifax. CALL AA Central
Service (902)424-5623.

H1V+ and Living Well Support Group --
Call P.W.A. for time and location (902)429-
7922,

Kinship Canada -- Seventh Day Adventist
group. Call (902)435-1310 for information.

Leather/Denim/Uniforms for men, Cama-
raderie, fellowship, and play in a safe, con-
fidential atmosphere. Call Ken at (902)422-
8041 between 5 p.m, - 10 p.m. or Wilson at
(902)465-3083 for more information.

Lesbian and Gay Rights Nova Scotia
(LGRNS) meet the first and third Tuesdays
of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Projection

P S . Adias wo ey tadiass

Room, 2112 Gottingen St., Halifax. For more
information call (902)455-5729.

Lesbian Support Group, Call Datlenc at
(902)422-6385 for time and location.

New Brunswick Coealition for Human Rights
Reform, meets the second Sunday in the
month in Fredericton. Call the FLAGline at
(506) 457-2157 for times, places.

Out & About -- An outing club: camping,
biking, skiing ot whatever. Call Gayline at
(902)423-7129 for information.

Over 30's Club - - For those who would like
an alternative to the bar scene. For informa-
tion contact Don Murchy at (902)455-0623.

Pride Week Meetings are held in the Pro-
Jection Room, 2112 Gottingen St., Halifax at
8:00 p.m. Call (902)423-2292 for details.

Race Relations Committee meets the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at 8:00p.m. at
2112 Gottingen St. in the Projection Room.
For more information call (902) 423-2292.

Sparrew, an interdenominational Christian
group, meets each Sunday at 8 p.m. in the
PWA Coalition office, 2093 Gottingen St.,
Halifax. Call Rob at (902)429-7850 or Nor-
man at (902)429-4397.

Tai Chi for P.W A, -- Every Wednesday at
7:00 p.m, at the PWA Coalition office, 2093
Gottingen St., Halifax. For information call
(902)429-7922,

Third Lesbian Conference -- Organiza-
tional meetings held at Veith House, 3115
Veith St., Halifax at 2:00 p.m.

The Word Is Out -- Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.
onCKDU FM 97.5, News, events, issuesand
interviews of interest 1o gays and lesbians in
Metro Halifax, For more information call
(902) 424-6479.

Vespers Chelr for Pride Week. All those
interested please contact Bill Elfiot at (902)429-
0309,

Vigh Cheir -- All those interested in singing
al this year’s AIDS Vigil please contact
Glenn at (902)429-7922.
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THE LAW AND YOU (Halifax
Cablevision, Channcl 10) This regular
program produccd in‘association with the
Public Legal and Education Society of
Nova Scotia features a two-part interview
with J.C. Aucoin of the Gay and Lesbian
Association of Nova Scotia and Maurcen
Shebib of Lesbian and Gay Rights Nova
Scotia. Part one will air May 25 at 9 p.m.
and again May 28 at the same time.. Part
two will air June 1 and agan on June 4,
also at 9 p.m.

The program will also be carried on the
following cable systems: Able
Cablevision, Cape Breton Cablevision,
Kings Cable Ltd,, Mid-Valley
Cablevision, Scabreeze Cablevision,
Scaside Cable T.V., Shaw Cable. Tni-
Town Cable T.V., Viking Cable T.V.,
Windsor Cable T.V. ‘
Episodes from the serics are also available
from the Halifax regional library.

THE WORD IS OUT (Tuesdays at 5:30
p.m., CKDU-FM 97.5) The only gay and
Jesbian radio show in the Mantimes now
runs a half hour m a new time slot...

SPINSTERS ON AIR (Saturdays at noon,
CKDU-FM, 97.5) Music for, by and about
women.

WOMEN'S TIME (Thursdays at 5:45
p-m., CKDU-FM, 97.5) mterviews about
women's 1Ssues.

ARE YOU BEING SERVED (Fridays at
11 p.m.. PBS Bangor Cable 4) Dull
British sitcom about a department store
that has a gay character working in the
menswear dept.

PEE WEE'S PLAYHOUSE (Saturdays at
11 am. MITV Cable 6) Swish? Did
somebody say swish?

Musie

MELISSA ETHERIDGE (Metro Centre,
May 15. $22.50) Winner of this year’s
Grammy for best lesbian, er, female folk

singer.

Film

BEAUTIFUL DREAMERS (Commercial
theatres) A Canadian film about a minor
meident in the life of the great 19th
Century American (gav) poet Walt
Whitman.

CRY BABY (Commercial theatres) John
“Pink Flamingos™ Waters® latest film,
stamng teen heartthrob Johhny Depp.
Patty Hearst (yes THAT Patty Hearst),

Iggy Pop and Joe Dallesandro (who make
his mark in Andy Warhol's films). Waters
calls this his first boy film. I guess Divine
doesn’t really count. ..

THE HANDMAIDS TALE (Commercial
theatres) Based on Margaret Atwood's
disturbing novel of the same name about a
not-too-distant future where the United
States has become a repressive theocracy
One character, Moira, is an oulcast be
cause she 1s a Jesbian.

Eighty-Sixed

by David R. Feinberg
Penguin

$10.95. 326 pages

By Kevin Ellott

If Woody' Allen were gay and wrote nov-

¢ls. he'd produce somethmng like this, ac-
cording to the book jacket. And for
Woody Allen's sake, T hope that's not
true.

The book desenbes two years in the
life of BJ. Rosenthal. The first, in pre-
AIDS 1980 is a fairly witty and funny de
scription of one young man's search for a
boyfriend 1n the sexual obstacle course
known as New York.

Fewmnberg is a pretty good writer. And
his humor is biting and often bang on.

The pages of angst and amusement arc
peppered with chapters of helpful advice
on issues like How to Get Rid of the Trick
That Won’t Leave, Boyfriends: Pro and
Con, Hints for Alfresco Sex.

But in the last section, BJ. (1) be
comes a neurotic wreek over the nisk of
AIDS. Paranoid that his days of sexual
abandon will catch up with him at any
moment, he lurches from doctor to thera-
pist.

This section is written with the same
flippant style as the first, but now it com-
pletely loses its impact. The amusing
chapters are now titled Sensitivity
Exercises for Death, How to Stay Celibate
in the Age of Anxicty, Some of the People
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I Distrust.

It’s just not funny.

Still boyfricnd-less, B.J. watches a
man he barcly knew dic of AIDS. It's
wrenching, and the humor feels gratingly
Inapproprate.

The book jacket claims this bestseller
1s destined to stand as one of the preemi-
nent novels about AIDS.

That's hard to imagine.

Woody Allen would never make a
funny movie about dying of a horrible,
lingering illness.




Alcohol & Drug Dependency

by James Gill

A couple of wecks ago I heard a
fascinating statistic: alcohol related falls
area a higher cause of death among young
people aged sixteen through twenty-four
than alcohol related car aceidents. What
this secems to indicate is that we have be-
come more responsible when it comes to
drinking and driving, but not when il
comes to dnnking.

When I began writing this column |
did so with the desire not only to present
gay and lesbian issucs, but more impor-
tantly, to present lesbian and gay perspec-
tives on social 1ssucs. I am not entirely
happy with the term “"gay and lesbian is-
sues™ because an implication can be read
in to say that heterosexuals need not be
concerned with these issues. The issues
we raise are social issues. While we have
the principle responsibility of pursuing
them, everyone must be concerned.
Certainly no one would assert that a white
South African has no busincss protesting
apartheid. By precisely the same logic,
heterosexuals should be supporting our
struggle for equality rights, and men
should be supporting the struggle for
women's rights.

So what has this to do with substance
abuse? Not much, on the face of it, how:-
cver. I raise the issue to explore whether
the issue is any different in the lesbian and
gay community. On the whole. I think
not. I am the first to admit that to arguc
on the one hand that we are essentially no
different from everyone clse, and on the
other that we are affected differently by
alcohol and drug dependency is generally
mconsistent.

I believe that gay men and lesbians
face a host of additional social problems
during adolescence. I do not believe that
the cffects from this are always (or even
usually) negative, and in any cvent I do
not think that they contribute to any higher
rate of alcoholism or drug abuse. Indced,
I have known some gay men who have
had serious emotional problems who had
no problem with an alcohol dependency.

One issue which has come to my atten-
tion concermns Alcoholics Anenymous
programs. Those programs have, among
their focuses, spirituality. This 1s not to
say that there is anything religious about
the program, in fact it is quite the opposite.
However, I know of several lesbians and
gay men who have had great difficulty
with this aspect of the program.

I think that this stems from the manner
in which they have come to deal with re-
ligion. There is no question that gay men
and lesbians face tremendous eriscs when
trying to reconcile their religious beliefs

with their sexuality. Many abandon or-
ganized religion, and some, 1n so doing,
abandon any spiritual notions. I do not
think that this problem is peculiar o les-
bians and gay men, however, among us it
may be wider spread.

We must all be
concerned.

Another difficulty for gay men and
lesbians in these programs is simply the
problem of dealing with personal issues in
an environment which is perceived to be
heterosexually dominated. Many gay men
and lesbians are not comfortable dealing
with 1ssues which they pereeive to be con-
nected with their sexuality in an atmo-
sphere where they are not sure that their
sexuality will be understood or accepted.

Some programs, ke Gay A.A. and
N.E.W.S. (New Women in Sobricty) have
arisen to deal with the particular difficul-
tics which gay men and lesbians have felt
in established programs. These are gen-
crally found only in large centres, though.

Of course there is the other side of the
coin. I know well adjusted gay men who
arc comfortable in their scxuality, hold
devout rcligious beliefs, and gain tremen-
dous strength from programs like ALA. In
the end, I think I am right in my suspicion
that substance abuse in the lesbian and gay
community is no different than in the
community at large.

We must be conscious, though, that on
cvery social issue there are perspectives
no only from the gay and lesbian com-
munity, but also from women, racial mi-
norities, and other groups. At the same
time, the issues raised by all of these
groups are, in the end, social issues with
which we must all be concemed.

the

MADAMES
of
MAINTENANCE

House & Apartment Cleaning
Painting, Wallpapering & Plastering

Years of Experience!
Best Rates in Town - Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Zzhivago’s
Stripshow Canned

HALIFAX — The owner of Zzhivago's.
Halifax's second gay bar, complains the
provincial liquor commission has two sets
of rules for dealing with strip clubs, after
being forced to cancel a male strip show
Apr. 16.

Mariannc Beaudry and consultant
John Finlayson decided to cancel their
show because they said they couldn’t get a
straight answer from liquor officials about
what guidelines the strippers would be
expected to follow.

But police showed up anyway.

“They'rc just waiting,” Finlayson 1old
the Halifax Chronicle-Herald. “I've got
(liquor board) people in her all the time.”

The two say they've had a string of
problems with the liquor board since be-
coming a gay bar last November. Beaudry
says inspectors arc in the bar 10 to 15
times a week.

But liquor board officials deny the
allegations. Russell Durling, director of
inspeclion SCrvices says he doubted in-
spectors were there that often. 9

Durling says Zzhivago's is fully li-
censed for strip shows.

An official from Rumours, Halfax’s
other gay bar, operated by the Gay and
Lesbian Association of Nova Scotia, says
it has never had difficulty with the liquor
licensing board.

Tha Din Trial

HALIFAX — A 19-year-old man and his
uncle who brutally beat a gay man to
death in a Halifax cemetery Nov. 5, 1988
have becn convicted and sentenced to jail
for the killing. :

Chucky Rogers was sentenced to life
in prison Apr. 6. His uncle, Michacl
Rogers, 25, pleaded guilty to manslaughter
and was sentenced Apr. 11 to eight years
in jail.

The younger Rogers told the court he
didn’t mean to kill John William Tha Din,
and only struck him with a wooden club to
knock him out.

But a witness told the court he saw
Rogers strike Tha Din rcpeatedly until he
no longer moved.

The court was told the pair had de-
cided to rob a homosexual or drunk to get
money for drugs, aficr spending the
evening shooting cocaine.

“They’re an easicr market . . . morc
fragile,” the witness said.

But the pair only found $10 in Tha
Din's wallet, and after leaving him sense-
less in the cemetery, headed up to Citadel
hall.

Rogers admitted that if he had found
another victim he “would have rolied him
100.”

The jury recommended the younger
man not be cligible for parole for 15 years.

Chester Dr
Misinforms

CHESTER, N.S. — A doctor in Chester,
N.S. is distributing AIDS information
from a homophobic group in the U.S. that
promotes quarantine for those testing
HIV+ and suggests the virus is casily
transmitted by other mcans that scxual
contact.

Dr. David Baker has been giving his
patients information from a group calling
itself the Human Immunodeficiency Virus
Eradication Foundation.

Among other things, the group claims
there 1s an “eight-fold or greater chance of
being infected if one hives in a houschold
with a person with AIDS.”

The group calls for mandatory testing.
and calls advocating the use of condoms
to prevent infection an “unscientific and
dcadly assumption.™

Another HIVE brochure, also dis-
tributed by Baker, wams that women arc
at substantial nisk of contracting AIDS
through rape.

The Foundation's dircctor, Dr.
Wilham T. O'Connor, claims thc media

and falscly spreading the idea that most
people needn’t fear getting the virus.

“This 15 the result of a very carefully
orchestrated propaganda campaign by a
small fraction of this society designed to
protect what they perceive 1o be their civil
rights,” O"Connor says in a coverning let-
ter, also distnbuted by Baker.

O’Connor boasts that his expert testi-
mony in a recent case in Los Angeles
caused the court to rule that courts have
no power to enforce anti-AIDS diserimi-
nation legislation because those infected
with the virus presented an unacceptable
nisk of death and disecase.

And he says his privately-published
book, AIDS: The Alarming Reality,
prompted the state of Illinois to invoke
mandatory AIDS testing for Marnage ap-
plicants, and convinced the state of
Nevada 1o bring in mandatory testing of
prostitutes.

It’s not known whether other doctors
in Nova Scotia are also participating in
this kind of fcar and hate mongering.

Vice Principal
Sentenced

KENTVILLE, N.S. — A former vice-
principal at a high school near Kingston,
N.S. has been sentenced to a year in jail
on two sex-related charges involving a
male student.

Donald Edgar Schnare, 51, was con-
victed in February of scxual cxploitation
and anal intercourse with a person under
the age 18.
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During the trial, Schnare’s lawyer ar-
gued unsuccessfully that the Criminal
Code sections dealing with anal inter-
course violated the Charter of Rights be-
cause it discnminates against homosexu-
als.

The age of consent in Canada is 14,
but there 1s a separate Criminal Code sec-
tion banming anal sex with anyone under
18.

Schnare’s mvolvement with the stu-
dent began m 1985 when he was a student
in Schnare’s math class.

New Weird Gay
Cronenberg Flick

MONTREAL — Canadian horror dircctor
David Cronenberg is making a film out of
Amecrican gay wrter William S.
Burroughs orgiastic and hallucinogenic
bestseller, The Naked Lunch.

Cronenberg himself has written the
script for the $20 million movie, with the
approval of the book's 76-year-old author.

Naturally the film will be somewhat
different than the book, first published in
1959 and instantly controversial.

“To do the book literally would cost
$400 million and it would be banned in
cvery country in the world,” Cronenberg
says.

Caretaker claims
HIV+ a factor

TORONTO — A former carctaker at a
United Church in Toronto says he was
fired because he he is gay and tested posi-
tive for the HI virus.

William: Cousmtine, 47, has filed a
complaint with the Ontario Human Rights
Commission, complaining that he was
fired four days after telling the mmjster he

il

A discussion and peer
support group open to
lesbian, gay and bisex-
ual youth and young
adults, agée 25 and un-
er.

Thursday, May 10, 7pm
Children’s Aid Society of Halifax,
5244 South St., Halifax

had tested HIV+.

*I think that it it’d been anything clse
buts AIDS or...homosexuality, there
would have been some sense of compas-
sion,” Cousintine said.

Rev. Harry Denning, minister to the
2.000 member congregation rcfuses o
comment on the matter, saying it would be
inappropriatc as long as the complaint is
under investigation.

Cousintine was hired as the church’s
caretaker Dec. 4. 1989, but fired Mar. 5,
1590.

Jim St. James
TORONTOQ — Jim St. James, Canada’s
longest surviving person with AIDS, died
Mar. 24, 1990 at Casey House Hospice,
almost six years after being diagnosed.

St. James became known to millions
of Canadians through a serics of TV ads
that began, “Hi, my namec is Jim and [
have AIDS.™

His struggle with AIDS prompted au-
thor June Callwood to write a book about
him — Jim: A Lifc With AIDS.

He was an early driving force behind
the Toronto PWA Foundation.

Fag Elected Law
School Prez

KINGSTON — The Law School Society
of Queens University has elected an
openly gay man as president.

Christopher Kendall says he decided
to run for the post because he was “tired
of secing that same conservative people
running the society.” :

Kendall says homophobia wasn’t a
bjg issue in the campaign, although some
intidents did oecur, includng graffiti in
campus washrooms.

New Democrat
thrown out fighting

EDMONTON — A New Democrat mem-
ber of the Alberta legislature was kicked
out of the house Apr. 9. for expressing his
anger over a ruling limiting debate on the
province's new human rights legislation.

William Roberts, an Anglican minis-
ter, was thrown out after the Speakerruled
there could be no debate on extending
human rights protection to gays and les-
bians.

The Conservative govemment has in-
troduced a number of changes to the
Individual Rights Protection Act, but pro-
tection for gays and lesbians was not
among them.

The NDP has been attempting to
amend the act to include protection.

*I was frustratcd that gays and les-
bians in this province do not have their
voice heard in the legislature,” Roberts
said.

The last time the Speaker of the
Alberta legislature threw out a member
was in 1952.

Gay witch hunt

EDINBURGH — The judiciary in
Scotland is in the midst of a gay witch
hunt, after reports that onc judge was seen
entering a gay bar, and that others used
rent boys, or male prostitutes.

A January news conference by Lord
Justice General Hope intended to clearthe
air has instead fanned the flames of con-
troversy.

One judge has resigned.

Editorials in newspapers say that it is
impossible to be a sexually active homo-
sexual and maintain the public trust.

OVER.
30s

A Social Club For
Men
and Womyn who
would
GKe an alternative
to the
bar scene

Over 30's parties provide an opportunity to meet new people and vekindle ol friendships.
Membership is restricted to people 30 years of age and over (except when a significant other
is involved). The club is organized by volurnteers; an annual membership fee of $6 pays for

mailing of party notices. Partics, some pot-luck affairs, are generally held once a month.

Do become a member, just call Don Murchy at 455-0623 for details.
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HIV+ Woman still
at large

YELLOWKNIFE — The Territorial
Officer of Health has lost a bid to release
the name of a woman he says has tested
HIV+ but refuses to practice safer sex.

The woman no longer lives in the
North West Terntories and Dr. Ian
Gilchrist wanted to use her name on a ra-
dio show to cncourage her former partners
to come forward to be tested.

Gilchnist says the woman refused to
give the names of people she slept with
saying she couldn't remember, possibly
due to the effects of alcohol.

But lawyers for the woman succeeded
 in getting a court injunction blocking the
g rclease of her name pending a court hear-

mg.
f There are reports that RCMP were
pressing for some kind of action against
the woman and that Gilchrist decided to
£0 public to keep the police out of the
matlcr

rSaccary fights
iback

;
} TORONTO — James Saccary, who was
f tumed back at the U.S. border last Sept. 9
f because he is gay, is launching a legal
} challenge.

3 Saccary was asked repeatedly about
f his personal life and whether he had AIDS
f during an almost two-hour interview with
U.S. immigration officials at Toronto's
} Pearson Amrport.

Less than a month later another man,
Ross Waddell, was turned away while en
¢ route to see the AIDS quilt in Washington.
Waddcll was xvpcatcdly questioned about
ilhc number of men's numbers in his ad-
E dress book.

] Saccary has already won a victory of
; sorts. In March, the U.S. Immigration
Department agreed to withdraw the charge
Etl:z:n he is inadmissible in retum for the
E withdrawal of Saccary’s application to cn-
 terthe U.S.
; That leaves him free to re-attempt en-
try in the U.S. and protest the legislation
} in a U.S. federal court.
If he does so, he plans to arguc that
. homosexuality is not a sickness, as defined
i under the immigration law.

Saccary’s lawyer has set up a defence
fund, and donations can be sent to 97
Maitland St., Toronto, Ont., M4Y 1E3. If
the case does not proceed, the money

raised will be given to the Lesbian and
Gay Community Appeal of Toronto.

Feds rap REAL
Women’s knuckles

VANCOUVER — The anti-feminist
group REAL Women may lose its federal
funding after a letter sent at taxpayers ex-
pensc raised a storm of controversy over
its attacks on homosexuals and feminists.

The letter, about a REAL Women
conference in Vancouver, says he group is
trying to stop the upcoming Gay Games.

“The thought of Vancouver being
known as . . . Sodom North because we
arc more accepting of (homosexuals”)
lifestyle 1s sickening,” says Peggy Steacy
in the letter.

The letter also descnbes gays as peo-
ple with “disgusting, filthy™ practices who

are “simply reaping what they have sown™
with AIDS.
And it suggests that the murderer of
14 women at the Ecole Polytechnique in
Montreal last year “just might have been &
man whose child had been aborted by a
feminist and that had been enough to trig-
ger a ternble response to the abuse of his
childhood.™
B.C. Tourism Mimster Clifford
Michael defends paying for the letter, |
saying groups drawing large numbers of
visitors for conferences or conventions
¢an have their postage paid for by the
ministry, but his department docs not re f
view the contents of the mailings. I
The federal minister responsible for ‘
l
I
|
I

the status of women, Mary Collins, says
REAL Women may not get the $260,070
i core funding that it has applied for this
year. The group has also asked for
$130,500 for a conference.
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Unclass 1fled
SUBMIT!
Wanted: One person or couple to share
three bedroom atp. with two females.
Rent: $317. Heat mcluded. Pay only 1/2 : = "
price first month! Available immediately ‘Zhat 12 les%la{' c-om-n?)umty?
Call Gesi at 835-1509. ow are we building it
S P Rl N G FEV E R This is a call for submissions to the
New Canadian Anthology of Lesbian
; Short Stories, to be published in 1991.
with Interested in a wide range of styles
and approaches, powerful stories G 't, i !'S
The Old Dolls 1500-6000 words, that describe turn- e ou
ing points in the formation of our les- | HALIFAX
- bian identities and the building of our Rumours, 2112 Gottingen St.
Women S Dance lesbian community. Payment for suc- Zzhivago's, Brewery Market
cessful submissions. Red Hemng Co-op Books, 1555
Granville St.
Saturday, May 12th Send submissions and queries Atlantic News, 5560 Morris St.
9:00 — 1:00 with SASE (including sufficient Blowers St. Paper Chase, 5228 Blowers
V. ith H X Canadian postage or International re- St
elt ouse ply coupon) ;9‘; PWA Coalition Office, 2093 Gottingen
Lee Fleming, editor St
gynergy books Other Art, 2094 Gottingen St.
$5.00 waged Box 2023 Entitlement Books, 1735 Barrington St.
$3.00 unwaged Charlottetown, PEI Fredericton
C1A TN7 Dancetrax, 377 King St.
in support of ‘estminster Books, 445 King St
Deadline: September 30, 1990. MONCTON
Dans L'Fond, 234 rue Saint-George
The Old Dolls Lee Fleming has edited By Word of || KENTVILLE 5
Mouth: Lesbians write the erotic R.J.'s Home Brewing, Comwallis St.
Softba” team (gynergy books, 1989) ‘omen’s Centre, Acadia SUB
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=Free Ads ¥/iHs%

- P P ;lv,q"% A;Q'"’V::m’ -~
'Q"'- GAEZETTE unclassificd ads are free &N@NW“;&:@J
Looking for a roommate. looking to sell »:',:;u:‘ deen” ";':.’“:"2"’;.‘.::
N»\, something, looking to buy, get a 30-word “lf’%., Sarg ’QO:::";;&
2 ad for nothing by hllmz_ out the form and % ) 3 2
5%, * sending it in to GAEZETTE. Telephone ;:

~= numbcrs count as one word, , -

O IV N NS T M T

Personals;\

r, ™ 4 VEIre "6 . .

Pcople looking for a bpoual fnend or
special fun can use the GAEZETTE for
the low, low price of $6 for cach msertion
of a 30 word ad. Confidential boxes for
replies provided.

Tell people what you want positively. We
won't print racist or sexist terms, ike no
blacks or no fems. Legally we can’t print
references to paid sex or sex with people
under 14. Be creative, If we can’t read
your ad, we can’t print it.

Send a cheque or money order to
GAEZETTE, Box 7126. Halifax North,
N.S., V6E 1Z6.
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